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What We’ll Cover Today

Function
Helping users get the most out of your OER

Appearance
Reducing the “yuck” factor

Accessibility
Making your OER accessible to users of all abilities



Formats, File Types, and Software
 Printed (or printable)

 PDF
 Electronic

 EPUB or Kindle (MOBI)
 HTML

 Word processors
 Layout programs
 Hybrids
 Pros and cons of each

FUNCTION

https://www.thebookdesigner.com/2010/11/book-design-page-layout-software-a-guide-for-diy-authors/


Develop a 
Cohesive 
Product
 Consistency
 Repetition
 Hierarchy

FUNCTION



Student Use
 Table of contents

 Set up differently in EPUB
 Pedagogical aids
 Currency of content
 Connections between topics

 Cross references
 Index 

 Not necessary in EPUB

FUNCTION



Faculty Re-Use
 References

 Use Crossref.org to look up DOIs
 For Wikipedia entries, use the 

“View history” feature to cite the 
archived version you accessed

 Source files

FUNCTION

https://www.crossref.org/guestquery/


Page Design and Colors
 One column vs. 

multiple columns
 Maximum column width
 Paragraph breaks 

and alignment
 Colors
 Visual interest

APPEARANCE



Typefaces/Fonts
 Serif vs. sans-serif

 Other typeface categories
 Numbers
 Heading hierarchy
 Obtaining, licensing, and 

embedding
 What is a font license?
 More on licensing
 Embedding fonts in eBooks

APPEARANCE

https://designshack.net/articles/typography/what-is-a-font-license-and-do-i-need-one/
https://www.creativebloq.com/features/font-licensing
https://www.thebookdesigner.com/2019/03/fun-with-fonts-getting-ebook-typefaces-right/


Image Considerations
 Resolution (dpi or ppi)

 300 ppi for print
 No. of inches ⨯ 300 = No. of pixels   ⇒ 6-by-3 inches ⨯ 300 = 1800-by-900 pixels

 Effective ppi
 Reducing an image’s dimensions will increase its resolution, so a 300-ppi image scaled to 

50% of its actual size will have an effective ppi of 600

 Image licenses
 Attribution best practices

APPEARANCE

https://wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/best_practices_for_attribution


The High Points
 Paragraph styles that indicate heading level
 Meaningful hyperlinks
 Lists
 Captioned text for audio and video content
 Alternate text for images
 Accessible tables
 Tagged PDFs (Word users, see instructions)

ACCESSIBILITY

https://www.washington.edu/accessibility/documents/pdf-word/


Where to Go for More Information
 Illinois State University

 Website and Digital Accessibility
 University of Washington

 Creating Accessible Documents
 Penn State

 PDF Files
 City University of New York (CUNY)

 Accessibility Toolkit for Open Educational Resources (OER): Evaluation

ACCESSIBILITY

https://at.illinoisstate.edu/web-interactive-communications/accessibility/
http://www.washington.edu/accessibility/documents/
https://accessibility.psu.edu/pdf/
https://guides.cuny.edu/accessibility/evaltools


Thank you for your time!
Judy Schmitt
If you have any questions, 
please contact me at j.schmitt@umsl.edu
Download this presentation at http://umsl.edu/go/L26

mailto:j.schmitt@umsl.edu
http://umsl.edu/go/L26
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