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President’s Session
Mun Choi, President of the University of Missouri
President Choi and IFC members discussed state funding for higher education for FY 2027 and expectations for FY 2028, as well as legislative proposals to adopt a performance-based funding model. The group also discussed the evolving federal landscape and its implications for faculty research, as well as the availability of support for faculty as they work to comply with federal digital accessibility requirements. 

Government Relations Updates
Dustin Schnieder, Assistant Vice President for Government Relations (UM) 
Schnieders provided updates on the state budget outlook for FY 2027 and FY 2028 as well as pending higher education legislation as the General Assembly prepares to conclude its 2026 session on Friday, May 15. 

HR and IT Updates
Marsha Fischer, Vice President for Human Resources (UM) 
Benjamin Canlas, Vice President for Information Technology/Chief Information Officer (UM) 
Fischer provided updates on the mandatory training requirements for Fall 2026 for all employees. Trainings will include a course on IT security and another on campus alert procedures. Canlas discussed the status of phishing attempts and other cyberattacks (e.g., Canvas disruption) targeting UM System and other institutions of higher education, including details regarding the measures that have been implemented to deter them. 

Electronic Research Administration Modernization Project
Eric Vogelweid, Assistant Vice President/Controller (UM)
Chris Lorson, Associate Vice Chancellor, Research and Strategic Initiatives (MU)
Patrick Smith, Associate Vice Chancellor, Research Finance and Administration (MU)
Vogelweid, Lorson, and Smith  provided the IFC with information regarding the University’s request for proposals (RFP) for an Electronic Research Administration (ERA) platform that supports grant and contract pre-award services across the four universities. This effort will coincide with the broader effort to replace the University’s Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system (currently PeopleSoft). Vogelweid and colleagues highlighted efforts that will be made to engage faculty in this process.  


Academic Affairs Updates
John Middleton, Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs & Chief of Staff (UM)
Steven Chaffin, Academic Affairs Program Director (UM)
Middleton and Chaffin provided an update on the recently implemented or forthcoming policies related to the use of controlled substances in research and scholarly activity and international travel authorization. They also provided an update on the request for proposals (RFP) for a Faculty Information System (FIS) and the renewal of the current FIS (myVITA), and followed up with the group on a question related to compensation policies for new 9-month faculty appointments. 

[bookmark: Reflections_and_Wrap_Up]Open Discussion
IFC Members selected Dr. Sanjeev Khanna as the 2026-2027 IFC Chair. Khanna is a professor of Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering and director of the Midwest Industrial Assessment Center at the University of Missouri-Columbia. His term begins July 1, 2026.

Next Meeting
The next IFC meeting will be held in-person in August 2026.
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