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I hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday.  We hope you are
staying healthy in the new year as so many are dealing with
the uptick of COVID-19 case numbers.

The UM System is working on a new Economic Impact
Report that will be released at the February Board of Curators
meeting. The report shows the impact that the University of
Missouri System has on the state of Missouri. There will also
be reports from each university on their local regional impact
coming out this spring.

View in browser

Update from Chief Engagement Officer Marshall Stewart

Our office, along with UM System partners, have released the District Data Sheets for this
year. This data shows the ways the UM System is impacting your community and the state of
Missouri. It is broken down into county, congressional district, senate district, house district
and the state. The district data sheets are housed on the UM System Community Connect
portal. We encourage you and others to look through the website. It contains many
community events happening at each university.

Thank you for your continued support of and advocacy for the University of Missouri. Please
let us know how we can assist you as engaged leaders in your communities!

Sincerely,

Marshall Stewart, Ed.D
Chief Engagement Officer, UM System

In Memoriam
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They were our colleagues, our friends, and part of our UM family. Together, we remember
those who shared their lives with us. Please keep their families in your thoughts. View
current list…

Campus Association News & Announcements

Updates:
 
The spike in infections from the Omicron variant of the COVID-19 virus has put a pause on
many activities for retirees, including those of the UMSL Retirees Association. Nevertheless,
we were lucky enough to hold our traditional Holiday Luncheon in December at Glen Echo
Country Club, just east of campus. We began with a reception and moved on to a traditional
holiday luncheon – as always delicious fare from the chefs at Glen Echo. Following lunch, we
held a short business meeting that included a presentation from Chris Spilling, Vice
Chancellor for Research and Economic & Community Development and Professor Chemistry.
Chris reviewed the immediate and long-range plans for campus infrastructure and relocation
of units. All in all, we appreciated an opportunity to visit in person and stay in touch with one
another.
 
We were also able to hold an in-person board meeting before the Holiday Luncheon. The
items discussed included ongoing efforts to maintain an accurate list of members and other
retirees, including mailing and email addresses, and assembling the slate of nominees for
offices to be voted on in June. Finally, we discussed the support received by the RA from the
campus and how we might maintain that support going forward.
For the moment, we are waiting to see how Omicron evolves. In a few weeks, we will make
decisions about board meetings and association activities and whether they will be virtual
events or in-person events. We will definitely be planning our Spring Banquet for the month of
June, trusting that we will once again be able to gather in person.

Updates:
 
Annual Holiday Luncheon/Business Meeting/Speaker
The 2021 program year ended on a high note because UMKCRA members were able to
gather in person and celebrate the holiday season together. There was a good turnout for the
event, which included a business meeting to approve the slate of new officers and board
members (listed below):
 

• President Virginia (Ginny) Miller
• VP/President-Elect Jakob Waterborg
• Secretary Gail Metcalf Schartel
• Treasurer Bob Simmons
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• New board member Bob Yang
 
The featured presenter for the luncheon was Dr. John Herron, who spoke on “Libraries in
Democracies: Information in a Contested Age.” Dr. Herron speaks from authority as the
Kansas City Public Library Director, which has undergone many changes as it attempts to
meet the needs of its urban patrons. He noted that libraries are facing book banning
challenges as questions arise about which books are “appropriate” to read. He also pointed
out that libraries are increasingly becoming centers for providing social work, and during the
pandemic they have also been the suppliers of computers to students who have had to do
their schoolwork virtually.
 
Prior to undertaking his role as Library Director, Dr. Herron had a 17-year tenure at UMKC
which culminated in him serving as the interim dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. He
also chaired the university’s Academic Innovation Council, established to inspire and support
new educational programs within the university.

Dr. John Herron, Kansas City Public Library Director,
speaking to UMKCRA Holiday Luncheon attendees.

Upcoming Programs
Programming for the upcoming year is getting underway under Program Committee Chair
John Ditto.  We are excited to offer a breakfast series presentation on February 8 led by three
of last year’s Scholarship in Aging awardees. The scholarship was established by UMKCRA
to assist deserving undergraduate and graduate students who are doing research relevant to
aging or gerontology at UMKC. They may be from any school or college within UMKC. The
presentation on February 8 offers the opportunity for UMKCRA members to get a closer look
at the research we are funding.
 
Besides bi-monthly special programs like the breakfast series, UMKCRA hosts three social
events over the year: an April luncheon, which features a speaker and an awards ceremony;
a September reception for new retirees; and a December holiday luncheon, which includes a
business meeting and ends with a speaker or other presentation.
 
Scholarships and Recognitions
In addition to the Scholarship in Aging mentioned above, UMKCRA also offers a Going for
Excellence Scholarship to female undergraduate junior or senior students. Recipients must
have had at least three semesters of college, the previous semester at UMKC, and at least
one semester to complete at the time of the award, as well as a 3.5 GPA. In 2021 four



students were awarded Going for Excellence Scholarships.
 
In addition to awarding scholarships, UMKCRA also recognizes the achievements of UMKC
retirees (both faculty and staff) for their outstanding contributions and achievements to the
university, UMKCRA, and to their profession and/or community during their retirement period.
Nominations for those awards are being submitted during January, and the recognition will
take place during the April luncheon.
 
UMKC Participation in Community Connect
Of interest to both retirees and the Greater Kansas City community (and beyond) are a range
of programs and activities brought together through UM’s Community Connect initiative. Here
are just a few in which UMKC is involved:
 

• Our Healthy KC Eastside (OHKCE) is a large-scale, community-based partnership
addressing COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy and health inequities in vulnerable portions of
Jackson County, MO. The UMKC School of Dentistry, School of Medicine, School of
Nursing and Health Studies, and School of Pharmacy are all involved.

• The UMKC Office of Basic Needs is a response to 2019 survey data at UMKC indicating
that 32% of undergraduates and 19% of graduate students experienced food insecurity,
a common finding at colleges and universities in the United States. After further study
and the work of a task force, the university created the Office of Basic Needs, housed
within the Office of Student Involvement to provide resources related to food, housing,
and finances.

• UMKC researchers in the School of Nursing and Health Studies have developed
guidelines for levels of physical activity needed by school children. Researchers Joseph
Lightner and Amanda Grimes have authored recommended changes to physical
education requirements nationally. The new guidelines recommend kids get at least 60
minutes of physical activity each school day.

• On February 15 (6:30 pm) the UMKC Division of Diversity and Inclusion is sponsoring
an online presentation/discussion by Yamiche Alcindor, White House correspondent for
PBS NewsHour, moderator of Washington Week, and an NBC and MSNBC political
contributor. The daughter of Haitian immigrants who met while attending Boston
College, Alcindor has written extensively on the intersection of race and politics. She is
often viewed at presidential news conferences asking penetrating questions of the
current White House occupant. The virtual presentation with Ms. Alcindor is free, but
registration is required. Meeting Registration - Zoom

Updates:  
 
The MU Retirees Association (MURA) serves MU and UM system retirees as well as faculty
and staff who are nearing retirement. We welcome retirees from all universities to join as
associate or non-voting members.
 
FOUR WAYS TO STAY IN TOUCH WITH MURA
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1. Quarterly Newsletter (published September, December, March and June)
The December issue of MURA News highlights social and educational efforts in the year-long
theme of working together and partnering. Articles include:
 

• Partnering with University Libraries
• Osher Lifelong Learning Institute history
• Member Spotlight on Mary Anne McCollum—2021 Geyer Award Recipient
• Past MURA recipients of the Geyer Award
• Clyde and Cecile Bentley organizing speaker series
• Retirees supporting United Way
• UM Retirees Associations’ Town Hall focused on health benefits

Member survey draws in 266 responses
 
2. Monthly Breakfast Series and Holiday Luncheon
MURA events practice health safety precautions of mask-wearing and social distancing for in-
person events.
 
December 1: Holiday Luncheon with a toast to Ray Schroeder, introduction of scholarship
awardees, trivia, and a gift basket raffle benefiting MU Tiger Pantry.  This was an in-person
event with 76 attendees.

The hybrid breakfast presentation offered in December was at the Columbia Country Club of
Missouri.
 

• December 7: Nina Mukerjee Furstenau on History on the Plate: Fulbright Research
in West Bengal. Furstenau is an author, journalist, and editor of FoodStory book series.
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Upcoming programs are listed below. MURA Bi-weekly Update emails and the MURA
website give further details.
 

• February 1: Breakfast - David Mitchel - Co-Director of the Michael A. Middleton Center
for Race, Citizenship and Justice; Conversations at the Crossroads: Scholarly
Discussions of Race, Citizenship, and Justice

• March 17: Annual Business Meeting with election of officers, Survey Report by Art
Jago, Research Update Program by TigerPlace. Sponsored by TigerPlace.

• March 1: Breakfast - Samantha Moog, MA, LCSW, Director of Refugee Services at
Catholic Charities of Central and Northern Missouri; Recent Evacuee and Refugee
Resettlement in Mid-Missouri

 
3. Biweekly MURA Update emails
To stay current with MU news, MURA events, and pique your interest in learning more, these
bi-weekly emails are for you.  For example, you will find Show Me Mizzou stories; “Barbara’s
Picks,” a monthly curated listing of free online programs (with details on our website at
Events); and a personal note by the MURA president.
 
4. Ongoing and Online
The MURA website provides a wealth of information.  Check out the below:

• Events
• Past Events and Photos
• Kitty Dickerson Scholarship This student scholarship for students of MU/UM staff

families is now listed on the MU Staff Advisory Council website %26gt; Staff Resources
• Chancellor’s Retiree of the Year Awards and Nomination Form

 
JOIN US!
MURA dues are $12.50 per year for annual members and $100 for a lifetime membership.
You can join at any time, but sooner is always better! You may apply online and pay dues via
PayPal. Use our printed or fillable form online at membership application.
 
Contacts for more information:

• Ruth Tofle, MURA President:  TofleR@Missouri.edu
• Jo Turner, Co-Chair of Membership: Turnerlj@Missouri.edu
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| Miner's Retiree Association

MU Retirees Association
Ruth Tofle, President
tofler@missouri.edu
Or visit the MURA website

UMKC Retirees Association
Virginia Miller, President
virginiamillerkc72@gmail.com
Or visit the UMKCRA website

Miner Retirees Association
Richard Miller, President
oakox1@gmail.com
 

UMSL Retirees Association
Kathleen Haywood, President
kathleen_haywood@umsl.edu
Or visit the UMSL RA website

Updates:
 
The members of the Miner Retirees Board have been trying to determine whether or not we
can begin our retiree lunch meetings. Throughout the pandemic we have been dormant
eagerly awaiting an opportunity to resume in person activities.

Get Involved!
For more information about your campus retirees association and upcoming events, please
contact the following representatives:
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